UM develops recycling plan by University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations
University of Montana 
ScholarWorks at University of Montana 
University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present University Relations 
12-20-1991 
UM develops recycling plan 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations 
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases 
Let us know how access to this document benefits you. 
Recommended Citation 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations, "UM develops recycling plan" (1991). 
University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 1956-present. 12532. 
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases/12532 
This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the University Relations at ScholarWorks at 
University of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information, 
please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu. 
The University of Montana
NEWS RELEASE Office of N ews and Publications Missoula, MT 59812 
(406) 243-2522
Dec. 20, 1991
UM DEVELOPS RECYCLING PLAN 
MISSOULA —
The University of Montana has developed an extensive plan for 
reducing its solid waste as mandated by the state Legislature earlier this 
year.
House Bill 160 establishes a target for reducing solid waste and 
requires state agencies to adopt an integrated waste management program.
UM submitted a three-phase plan to Commissioner of Higher Education 
John Hutchinson on Dec. 16. He'll review all Montana University System 
plans and submit them to the state Department of Health and Environmental 
Sciences by Jan. 1, 1992.
According to the bill, state agencies must implement the program by 
July 1, 1992. They have until Jan. 1, 1996, to reduce by at least 25 
percent the amount of solid waste disposed of in a landfill or incinerated.
In addition, the state has set a goal of having 95 percent of all 
paper products used by its agencies contain the maximum possible amount of 
recycled material by 1996. Another goal is applying computer technology to 
reduce waste paper —  for example, by replacing memos with voice mail or a 
computerized bulletin board.
During the past year, UM has operated a small-scale recycling 
program for items such as aluminum, glass, computer paper and newsprint.
The new program, run by Facilities Services, will be much more far- 
reaching.
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Phase one, to go into effect by June 30, 1992, will include 
monitoring UM's waste stream and educating the campus community about 
recycling. UM will implement the new requirement about paper products, 
compost all grounds waste, minimize junk mail and have recycling containers 
at vending sites. In addition, UM will require that all new campus copy 
machines have duplex capability and that electric hand dryers replace paper 
towel dispensers when buildings are renovated.
In phase two, to be in place by Jan. 1, 1996, UM will buy a bailer 
to compact cardboard for recycling; provide recycling bins for campus 
offices; and replace 25 percent of the paper-towel dispensers on campus 
with electric hand dryers.
In phase three, also to be completed by Jan. 1, 1996, UM plans to 
switch from separating recyclables at the source to processing them, 
without prior sorting, at a demonstration material—recovery facility on 
campus.
"This would allow for flexibility in adapting to changing 
(recycling) markets," says Facilities Services Director Hugh Jesse. "Plus, 
on a large scale, it appears to be more cost-effective."
The demonstration facility would be used for research on the 
environmental and economic aspects of recycling, he adds.
Also as part of phase three, UM hopes to replace all remaining 
paper towel dispensers with electric hand dryers, complete campuswide 
electronic mail and voice mail systems, and establish electronic 
registration.
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